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A Musical Journey Across Generations 

by Ronaldo Dizon 

In 1967, known as the "Summer of Love," attending rock 

concerts at iconic venues like the Fillmore Auditorium, 

Winterland, and San Francisco's Panhandle became a 

defining way of life. Music lovers gathered to experience a 

myriad of legendary rock bands with names that would 

echo through history—the Grateful Dead, Jefferson 

Airplane, Cream, and The Who. These concert performances weren't just entertainment—they 

were transformative experiences that created a shared cultural identity and became part of your 

DNA.  

The venues themselves became sacred spaces where thousands 

gathered not just to listen, but to participate in a collective 

experience that transcended traditional entertainment. The 

Fillmore Auditorium, with its intimate atmosphere and 

revolutionary light shows, became synonymous with the 

psychedelic rock movement. Winterland hosted some of the 

most memorable performances of the decade at the same time, the Panhandle's outdoor concerts 

brought music directly to the people, free and accessible to all who wanted to be part of the revolution. 



My recent trips to Denver and Salt Lake City with Nick to witness 

Murder By Death's farewell 2-hour performance have profoundly 

challenged my understanding of generational diversity in musical 

expression, which has always been a fundamental part of my cultural 

DNA. These powerful live experiences have prompted me to reflect 

deeply on how music shapes our identities across different generations 

and how we pass down our cultural heritage through sound—people, 

free and accessible to all who wanted to be part of the revolution. 

 

This journey has led me to substitute my 

own musical experiences with those of my son Nick, whose 

connection to the band represents a different generational 

perspective. Murder By Death, with their 12 recorded albums 

since 2002 and countless stage shows, has created a bridge 

between our musical worlds. Their extensive catalog and 

legendary live performances have become a shared language 

between us, demonstrating how 

music transcends generational 

boundaries while simultaneously 

highlighting the unique ways each 

generation experiences and interprets the same art. 

 

 

 

The farewell nature of these performances added an emotional weight that made me realize how 

music serves as both a personal and collective memory 

keeper. Witnessing the band's final 2-hour sets in two 

different cities wasn't just about experiencing great music—

it was about understanding how musical expression evolves, 

how it connects families, and how it becomes woven into 

the fabric of who we are across generations. 
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